




A dental infection is best treated by a dental 
procedure. Antibiotics are indicated only if a 

dentogenic infection is accompanied by fever or 
malaise or systemic signs such as swelling, 

lymphadenopathy, trismus. A patient with signs of 
sepsis should be referred immediately for 

emergency hospital care. 

lf you decide to prescribe antibiotics : 

• indications should be evidence based
• use the most narrow spectrum antibiotic for the 

shortest period
• use the correct dosage and duration
• use only one antibiotic whenever possible
· educate your patients to take antibiotics exactly

as prescribed
• raise awareness of the risks of antibiotics and the 

development and spread of resistant infection

Preventing infection 

Practice effective 
infection prevention and 

control 
(hand-hygiene, 
sterilisation of 

equipment) 

Help your patients to 
prevent tooth decay and 

gum disease 






